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South Pacific Hits Mercyõs Stage 

BY MEGAN LACKMAN  

 Mercy and Xavier 

High School put on the play 

South Pacific by Richard Rod-

gers and Oscar Hammerstein II  

this past weekend. After 

months and months of re-

hearsing it was their time to 

shine. Some songs featured 

in the musical were Bali 

Ha'i, I'm in Love with a 

Wonderful Guy, and There Is 

Nothing Like a Dame.  

 The show takes place 

on an island in the South 

Pacific during World War II.  

We meet Emile de Becque 

played by Bryan Wills and 

Ensign Nellie Forbush 

played by Kendra Oates in 

the first scene on  the terrace 

of Emileõs Plantation house. 

The two have differences be-

cause she grew up in the 

South and he was married to 

a Polynesian woman, but 

Nellie realizes her love is 

stronger than her Southern 

views.     

 Another romance in 

the show was between Lt. 

Joseph Cable played by An-

drew Faria and Liat played 

by Madison Marone.  Al-

though Liatõs mother Bloody 

Mary played by Andrea 

Claudio wants them to get 

married Lt. Cable knows he 

canõt.   

 Bloody Mary was a 

show stopper.  She had the 

audience laughing up a 

storm with her crazy 

Tonkinese sass and attitude.    

We first meet her in act one 

scene two and the Sailors, 

Seabees and Marines sing 

the song Bloody Mary.  

 Through the course of 

act one Nellie battles with 

her love for Emile singing 

songs like Iõm Gonna Wash 

that Man Right Out -a My 

Hair and A Wonderful Guy. 

In the end Emile and Nellie 

fall in love.   

 A big congratulations 

to the cast and crew of South 

Pacific, and another big 

thank you to Patty McKenna 

(Director and Choreogra-

pher), Mrs. Dastoli (Assistant 

Director), Matthew Campisi 

(Music Director) ,  and 

Stephen Tibeau (Technical 

Advisor). Mercy and Xavier 

did a wonderful job as always 

on their productions and 

should be proud for all the 

hard work they put in.  

Chelsey Curren  

Demi Bennett  

Amber Bepko  

Alanna Granoff  

Emily Kask  

Megan Lackman  

Jenna Lewis  

Hayley Magrin  

Sarah Manfreda  

Erin OõDonnell 

Michelle Ruel  

Christina Sergi  

Nicole Susca  

Bloody Mary (Andrea Claudio) 

and Lt. Joseph Cable (Andrew 

Faria) 

Menôs Chorus From left to 

right. Back Nick Erlacher, J.T. 

Maher, and Colin DôAmelio. 

Front Mason Passavant, Bren-

dan Sullivan, and Nicholas 

Mauro. 

Bloody Mary (Andrea Claudio) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Rodgers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Rodgers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Hammerstein_II


BY NIKKI SUSCA  

 The American Red Cross Blood Drive, 

sponsored by Mercy High Schoolõs chapter of 

the National Honor Society was held through-

out the school day on Friday, February 25 th .  

The nurses and technicians for the Red Cross 

arrived at the school around 6:45 a.m. and be-

gan setting up equipment in the old gym.  

 Ninety -eight juniors and seniors signed 

up to donate along with a few teachers that 

came in to give blood, too.  The first appoint-

ments were scheduled for 8:00, however the 

first donor was not summoned to begin her 

evaluation until around 8:30.  

 Before school began, NHS members 

brought their fresh baked goods into the gym.  

The table was filled with treats that would be 

enjoyed by girls after they finish donating.  Not 

only did the donors appreciate the broad selec-

tion of food to eat, but committee members 

working the drive were happy to have treats to 

munch on.  

 Each girl who signed up arrived 

promptly to her scheduled time and waited 

nervously for her number to be called.  Once 

she was called by the technician, she was 

taken into a private area. The tech then 

pricked her finger to test her iron levels.  If she 

passed that, then each girl was left to answer a 

series of questions.  

 When given the clear to donate, each girl 

was led to a bed in the middle of the gym where 

she was instructed to lay down.  Her arm was 

swapped with iodine to disinfect the skin, then 

the donating process began.  

 Twenty or so minutes later, each girl was 

led by escorts to the mats to sit down and rest.  

NHS members working at the canteen served the 

girls juice and cookies to replenish the donorsõ 

blood sugar.  

 Surprisingly, by the end of the day, very 

few girls fainted, which is unlike other years.  

Senior Sophia Panaccione was not so lucky.  òAll 

I remember was lying on the cot looking up at 

the ceiling and a guy came over to me and asked 

how I was feeling.  All I said was, Iõm feeling fine 

and with an awkward look on his face he said, 

ôYou donõt look real fine!õ  And then it all went 

black.  Next thing I know I was sitting on a mat 

with orange juice in one hand and a munchkin in 

the other.  And Mrs. Esposito was holding up two 

fingers.ó 

 By the time the blood drive wrapped up 

in the afternoon, fifty pints of blood had been 

collected.   The Red Cross had hoped that they 

would be able to reach fifty pints:  The Mercy 

girls reached their goal!  The NHS Blood Drive 

Committee was very proud of all the girls who 

came out to donate, whether or not they were 

given consent to go through with it.  

 

Mercy Girls Give Blood  

5 Facts About Donating Blood:  

 

1. More than 38,000 blood donations are needed 

everyday.  

2. The average red blood cell transfusion is approxi-

mately three pints.  

3. 4.5 million  Americans will a need blood transfu-

sion each year 

4. Shortages of all blood types happen during the 

summer and winter holidays.  

5. Only 37 percent of the U.S. population is eligible 

to donate blood ð less than 10 percent do it annually.  



The Final Four  

 

BY HAYLEY MAGRIN AND  

NICOLE SUSCA  

  

 The Mercy basketball team once again 

pulled off another win on Thursday, March 

10th on our home court against fellow Mercy 

school, Lauralton Hall.  

 The Mercy Tigers played for an almost 

sold out crowd: five hundred fans showed up to 

support Mercy, making it an energetic atmos-

phere for the team to play in.  

 In the first half, the game went back 

and forth, with the lead alternating several 

times from Mercy to Lauralton Hall.  

In the second quarter, Jordyn Nappi 

came into the game, nailing two three -pointers 

back-to-back, and another later on in the first 

half.  Those two shots in the second quarter 

took Mercy from a 21 -21 tie to a lead of 27 -21, 

and Mercy was never behind for the rest of the 

game. 

At the 

start of 

the sec-

ond 

half, 

Mercy 

was 

leading 

by only 

four 

points, 32 -28, until Amber Bepko made two 

three point shots all in a matter of 40 seconds.  

This brought Mercyõs lead to 38-28, and Lau-

ralton Hall couldnõt recover from then on. 

 By the end of the third, Mercy was 

leading 47 -34.  Lauralton Hall was able to 

close the gap to 49-40, but that is the closest 

they could get.  

Bepko and Sadie 

Edwards then scored 

a combined nine 

pints bringing the 

score to 58-45.  After 

that, it was obvious 

the clear winners of 

the game would be 

the Tigers.  Junior 

Kristin Perrelli re-

capped the game, òIt 

was a hard game; we 

stepped it up in the 

second half and 

came up with the 

win. Which leads us 

one step closer to out 

main goal: Mohegan 

Sun!ó 

The final score of the game was 60 -47.  

Mercy will now advance to the semifinal round of 

the Class LL state tournament.  The girls will be 

playing Glastonbury, who defeated Manchester 

68-52. 

Senior Amber Bepko says about the up-

coming game, òI think itõs going to be a tough 

game.  No game is a given win. We have to keep 

working hard and hopefully we will make it to 

Mohegan.ó 

The semifinal game, Mercy vs. Glaston-

bury will be held on Monday, March 14 th  at Shee-

han High School in Wallingford, beginning at 

7:45.  If the Tigers win that game, they will ad-

vance to the finals against the winner of Career 

Magnet vs. Hall in West Hartford at Mohegan 

Sun. 

Tigers Take on Fellow Mercy School  

MERCY (21-1) 

GLASTONBURY (21-2) 

CAREER (19-4) 

HALL (21-2) 



 

 

 

 

BY:ALANNA A.GRANOFF  

Itõs  just about that time, Prom season. Eve-

ryone enjoys  prom. Its a big deal for most 

teenage girls. Guys might not enjoy it as 

much as the girls. Its a time to go get all 

dressed up for one special evening and have 

fun.  

 

Girls in the United States spend over eight 

hundred  for prom. They  spend the major-

ity of their money on the dress. There is no 

need to spend so much money on a dress. 

You can find a reasonable priced dress any-

where.  

 

One thing that makes girls go crazy is find-

ing the right dress. They go to so many bou-

tiques and hope to find the right one. Many 

store policies say you can not return the 

dress. So you better make sure itõs the one 

youõre in love with. One thing that many 

people hate is when someone is wearing the 

same dress as you. Don't worry it happens , 

you just have to live with it.  

 

 

 

Some people go get all there prom stuff 

early. You don't have to rush and get 

everything at once. Stores will always 

have your dress and there's so many to 

choose from. If the stores doesn't have 

your size they can always a order one 

for you.  

 

But before you buy a dress you should 

pick your date first. I suggest that you 

ask your date before anyone else does. 

You don't want to go to prom with your 

second or third option. Its very simple 

you can just straight out ask them or 

do something special. Some people go 

all out and find an interesting way to 

ask their date.  

 

After Prom is also exciting . A lot of 

people go out to eat and all hang out. 

Many people plan big slumber parties 

and stay up all night playing games.  

 

So don't get stressed over prom. Itõs a 

night to have fun not to be miserable.  

 

Average Prom -related expenses:  

Prom dress $ 250.  

Casual Clothes for after or post parties $ 125.  

Prom Tickets $ 20.  

Shoes $ 40. 

Beauty Salon (nails, hair) $ 98.  

Florist $ 50.  

Accessories (Jewelry, Gloves, Garter) $ 65.  

Make -up (nail polish, lipstick, eye shadow, liner, mascara, blush, 

powder, etc.) $ 75. 

Other $55.  

Tuxedo Rental $150.  

Transportation $151. (53% will rent limo)  

Dinner $ 60.  

Photography $ 32.   

 
Average per couple spent going to prom $800. to $1000.  

http://www.deborarachelle.com/PromStats.html  



BY DEMI BENNET  

On March 5, the Xavier High School 

Cheerleaders went to the New England Cheer-

leaders Association (NECA) competition held 

at East Haven High.   

 The team finished together in second 

place after competing against ten other teams.  

 Before the competition was in full 

swing, NECA asked each team to nominate six 

members to be judged for the All -American 

competition.  Ashley Parrilla, Shannon Newell, 

Audra Harris, Mellissa Marks, Alexa Marks 

and Maggie Bruno were given a small bow to 

tie on their shoelace.  Each bow was a different 

color and gave the indication that they were 

nominees.  If selected for the All -American 

team, the girls would receive the option to 

cheer in Hawaii at the 2011 Pro Bowl.  All of 

Mercyõs six girls were awarded the opportu-

nity.  

At the first awards ceremony, the Xa-

vier cheer team sat in silence; along with the 

entire gym waiting to hear the places.  Start-

ing from tenth and going up, the team waited 

anxiously.  Reaching third place without hear-

ing their team name, the tight circle began to 

fill with excitement.   

 After claiming their second place tro-

phy, ten of the girls rushed into warm -ups for 

the Top Gun portion of the competition.   

 Each Top Gun team consisted of five 

girls.  One group was Shannon Newell, Ashley 

Parrilla, Timaya Robinson, Audra Harris and 

Melissa Marks.  The other, Maggie Bruno, 

Alexis Ward, Gabby Pace, Alexa Marks and 

Demi Bennett.   

 After a quick warm -up and high from 

just receiving second place, the teams took the 

mat.  While one group was on the mat, the 

other was on the side cheering their team 

mates and now competitors on.  

 Twenty -four teams were competition 

against Xavierõs two.  During awards, the 

groups sat next to each other listening to the 

announcer say that there were only going to be 

the top six places announced.  The junior stunt 

group placed fourth out of 24 while the senior 

stunt group took home first.  

Above: The four Xavier cheerleading flyers at competition in libs.  Left to right: Maggie 

Bruno, Shannon Newell, Kaylee Wright and Miranda DeMelis.  



BY: EMILY KASK  

Immaculée Ilibagiza  

 On February 28th, Mercy High School 

held itôs annual school-wide retreat day.  This 

year, however, differentiated from the rest.  We 

had a speaker come to us who survived the geno-

cide in Rwanda back in 1994.  Her  name is Im-

maculée Ilibagiza, the author of Left to Tell, her 

personal memoirs of the genocide and her and her 

familyôs experience of it.  

 During the genocide,  she was forced to 

hide in a small bathroom with 7 other women for 

91 days until the genocide ended.  The only thing 

she had with her was a rosary that her father gave 

her before she went into hiding.  She was staying 

at a preacherôs house, and while in hiding she 

dropped down to an emaciated 65 pounds; the 

girls received only the leftover scraps of 

the meals that the preacher and 

his family ate.  She taught 

herself to speak English by 

using the dictionary and any 

book that she could get her 

hands on, which helped her 

later land a career when she 

moved to the United States.  The 

preacherôs house was searched 

many times, the Hutuôs were con-

vinced that he was hiding people, 

but the bathroom was so secluded that the girls re-

mained untouched the entire time.  

 While in hiding, the biggest  change in 

Immaculée was the enormous faith she grew in her 

religion, and the personal bond she formed with 

God.  The entire rest of her family was killed, and 

she later got the opportunity to meet their murderer 

in prison, where she simply told him, ñI forgive 

you.ò   

 Immaculée immigrated to the United States 

in 1998, where she began to write her story which 

was published in March 2006.  Her co-workers in-

spired her to finally write her story, that she com-

pleted in less than a week.  Once the book was pub-

lished, her story became viral, and ended up as a 

New York Times bestseller.   

 Immaculée has since appeared on many 

television interviews, such as 60 Minutes, CNN, 

EWTN, and many more. She has received many 

awards as well for her book, including the Mahatma 

Gandhi International Award for Reconciliation and 

Peace.  She recently signed a contract with MPower 

Pictures to produce a major motion picture about 

her story.   

 Immaculée continues to  speak in confer-

ences and schools across the country, and continues 

to serve as an inspiration in faith to people world-

wide. Imacul®eôs first book, 

ñLeft to 

Tellò
, made the  New York 

Bestseller list. 



  

Tech Tigers  

By: Jenna Lewis and Sarah Manfreda  

 The Tech Tigers, Mercyõs new robotics team, started in early January designing and 

building a robot for FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology.) FIRST 

is sponsoring a Regional Competition on March 31. Busy as the Tech Tigers are, Celine Coleman 

made time to sit down and talk.  

 

 What do you do in Robotics?  

 We create a robot thatõs programmed by computer apps, ands itõs a combination of elec-

trical components and pneumatics.  

 

 How often do you meet?  

 During the build season, we meet on Monday -Thursday from 5 -9 and Saturday 9 -3.  Dur-

ing the last 2 weeks or so before the robot ships, we also meet on Fridays.  After build season is 

over, the meeting times vary depending on how much work needs to be done.  

  

 How often do you compete?  

As many times as we sign up, normally twice a season.  

 

 How long is a season?  

Year-round, but we only work on the robot for 6 weeks  

 

 Why do you love robotics?  

 Itõs a great environment to try something new, thatõs where math comes to life. 

 

 What type of people might enjoy robots?  

 Itõs for all types of minds, there is something in it for everyone. 

 

How does one sign up?  

You can just come to the meetings and get a form from Mrs. Clayton.  

Members of Tech Tigers  

Deirde Arcand   Celine Coleman  Delia Ernst   

Claire Kimball   Victoria Scott   Juliann Marino  

Natalia Gutierrez   Jocelyn Marston  Sara Rosborough 

Rebecca Ouellette  Cristina Gutierrez            

Alicia Kennedy   Kathleen VanSteenbergen  



Hair and Makeup:  

 
Bright red lips, pin curls, and a 

lot of blush is what it took to transform 

high school students into the cast of 

South Pacific .  The amount of hairspray 

needed to keep the up -dos in place was  

extreme over a three day period.    

Andrea Claudio doing  Madison  Marone makeup 

Alexandra Miller 

Kiley Putnam 

Melissa Ruel 

BY: MICHELLE RUEL AND MEGAN LACKMAN  



Costumes:  

 
With girls in high wasted 

shorts and boys in their 

navy uniforms the 

costumes brought 

you back to the era.     

Stage 

Crew:  

 

After weeks 

of painting the sets 

the stage crew was ready to show of 

there hard work.  All musical members 

would like to thank Jacqueline Fisher, 

Sarah Garvey, and stage crew for all 

the hours they put in to help make this 

show look real.  

Kendra Oates  

John DiMauro and Kiley Putnam 

Lizzie Saia  

Bethany Mallick and Lizzie Saia 

Michelle Ruel and Samantha Mackiewicz 

Playbill:  
 

Ensign Nellie Forbush...Kendra Oates  

 

Emile de Becqueéééé..Bryan Wills 

 

Bloody MaryéééééAndrea Claudio 

 

Liat, her daughteré..Madison Morone 

 

Lt. Joseph Cableééé.. Andrew Faria 

 

Luther Billiséééé.. éé.Tim Rhone 

 

Capt. George Brackettéé.Joe Gayeski 

 

Cmdr. William HarbisonéTyler Cahill 

 



 

GRAMMY WINNERS  

Record of the Year ï Lady Antebellum  

Album of the Year ï The Suburbs  

Song of the Year ï Need you now  

Best R&B Album ï Wake up! John Legend  

Best Rap Album ï The Recovery Eminem  

Best Rap Song ï Empire State of Mind  

Best New Artist ï Esperanza Spalding  

Selena Gomez wearing J Mendel 

Miranda Lambert  

Rihanna Featuring Drake  

Lady Gaga  

Lady Antebellum  

Justin Bieber with Jaden 

Smith and Usher  

Katy Perry  

Mumford and Sons, The Avett 

Brothers and Bob Dylan  

 

Performances  

Jennifer Lopez on the Red Carpet 

Justin Beiber and Usher performing Oh My Gosh 



Best and Worst Dressed at the 2011 Oscars  

Mila Kunis 

wearing  an 

Elie Saab 

gown 

Celine 

Dion wear-

ing  Ar-

mani Prive 

Natalie 

Porta-

man 

wearing 

Rodarte 

Jennifer 

Hudson 

wearing 

Versace 

Jennifer 

Lawrence  

wearing 

Calvin 

Klein 

Helena Bon-

ham Carter 

wearing a 

costume de-

signed        

dress 

Marisa Tomei 

wearing Charles 

James 

Florence 

Welch 

wearing 

Valentino 

Couture 

Scarlett 

Johans-

son wear-

ing Dolce 

& Gabbana  

Cate 

Blanchette 

wearing  

Givenchy 

BY AMBER BEPKO 


